
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
3 June 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROPOSED NO FURTHER ACTION REQUIRED, CHEVRON BYRON ROAD, 
TRACY, SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY
To: Offsite Property Owners and Other Interested Parties,
This Public Notice is to inform interested parties of the Central Valley Regional Water 
Quality Control Board’s (Central Valley Water Board) consideration of closing the 
subject case, and to request comments from interested parties regarding the proposed 
closure at the subject site (Site).
The Site encompasses an approximately 7,000-foot corridor along West Bryon Road 
between Van Sosten Road and North Corral Hollow Road, and includes the Union 
Pacific Railroad (UPRR) right-of-way, and adjacent residential properties (Figure 1). The 
Site includes three residential site addresses:

• 2774 West Byron Road on Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 238-050-010-000.
• 12920 West Byron Road on APN 238-080-040-000.
• 2580 West Byron Road on APN 238-080-030-000.

The Site includes historical easements for the former Old Valley Pipeline (OVP) and 
Tidewater Associated Oil Company (TAOC) pipelines. From the early 1900s to the  
mid-1960s, a Chevron predecessor used the TAOC and OVP pipelines to transport 
unrefined crude oil from Kern County to the Richmond Refinery. Leaks of petroleum 
hydrocarbons from the two pipelines were responsible for soil and groundwater impacts.
SAIC Energy, Environment & Infrastructure, Inc. (SAIC) conducted three Site 
investigations between 2003 and 2010, which included the drilling and sampling of 44 
soil borings advanced to delineate the extent of the hydrocarbon impacted soil. Soil 
samples were collected from each boring, and grab groundwater samples were 
collected from select borings. Based on the three Site investigations, a total of 27 acres 
of petroleum hydrocarbon impacted soil and/or groundwater at the Site was identified. 
The Site was divided into three areas: Area 1 (approximately 200 feet by 1,400 feet), 
Area 2 (approximately 375 feet by 2,000 feet), and Area 3 (200 feet by 650 feet). In a 
letter dated 16 February 2011, Central Valley Water Board staff stated the lateral and 
vertical extent of crude oil affect soil and groundwater had been adequately delineated 
and no additional characterization was required. Central Valley Water Board staff 
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requested that Chevron Environmental Management Company (Chevron) submit a 
Human Health Screening Evaluation (HHSE) for the Site.
SAIC submitted a HHSE dated 25 May 2011 on behalf of Chevron. SAIC determined 
that the potential onsite residential land use scenario cancer risk exposure for oral, 
dermal, and inhalation exposures from soil in Area 1 and Area 2 were 3E-06 and 9E-07, 
respectively. The non-cancer risk for Area 1 and Area 2 were each less than the  
non-cancer risk threshold of 1. The calculated risk values indicate that the hydrocarbon 
impacted soils do not appear to pose an unacceptable risk to a potential resident for 
Area 1 and Area 2. Land use for Area 3 will not likely be considered for future residential 
use and a construction worker scenario was used for the HHSE. The construction 
worker scenario cancer risk was determined to be less than 1E-06, and non-cancer risk 
was less than 1 for Area 3. The calculated risk values indicate that the hydrocarbon 
impacted soils do not appear to pose and unacceptable risk to a potential construction 
worker for Area 3.
The shallow background water quality at the Site contains naturally occurring total 
dissolved solids which exceed state and federal standards for some drinking water and 
agricultural purposes. SAIC concluded the Site groundwater is not likely to be used as a 
drinking water source, and that alternative municipal water supply sources are available. 
SAIC considered the direct exposure pathway for groundwater to be incomplete and the 
groundwater pathway was not evaluated in the HHSE.
In a letter dated 10 August 2011, Central Valley Water Board staff concurred with the 
HHSE findings and conclusions, and stated that documentation to support a request for 
No Further Action Required (NFAR) determination may be prepared. Staff stated in the 
letter that SAIC concluded that ecological receptors do not appear to be present and 
Site conditions do not appear to pose a health risk to future residents or sensitive 
species. SAIC submitted a Request for NFAR dated 1 December 2011 on behalf of 
Chevron. In a letter dated 11 April 2013, Central Valley Water Board staff concurred 
with SAIC that the Site qualifies for consideration for an NFAR.
In a letter dated 19 May 2021, Central Valley Water Board staff concurred with the Soil 
and Groundwater Management Plan (SGMP) submitted for the Site. The SGMP 
designates Chevron as the responsible party to address hydrocarbon impacted soil 
and/or groundwater identified as associated with releases from the former pipeline 
system that may be encountered during future Site activities. The concentrations of 
hydrocarbon impacted soil and groundwater remaining at the Site will continue to 
naturally degrade over time.
This Public Notice has been posted on the Central Valley Water Board website 
(http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/public_notices/), under Public Notices, 
Site Cleanup Program, Decisions Pending & Case Closure. Details of the site 
assessment and cleanup are also available through the GeoTracker website 
(http://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/) by searching for case number SL0607749525. 
This information may also be reviewed at the Central Valley Water Board office at 1685 
E Street in Fresno, California.
You may participate in the case closure process by reviewing technical reports, asking 
questions, and providing comments. Comments regarding the proposed closure need to 
be submitted to the Central Valley Water Board office at the above listed address by 5 
July 2021.
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Interested parties with questions or comments regarding the site or the proposed action 
should contact Brian Hitz at the above address, by e-mail at 
brian.hitz@waterboards.ca.gov, or by telephone at (559) 445-5170.

At the completion of the public comment period and in the absence of substantive 
comment against case closure being granted, Central Valley Water Board staff will 
proceed with the closure process. 
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